PATHOLOGY QUIZ

History

A 76-year-old female presented at her local district general
hospital with right decreased visual acuity, glare, and foreign
body sensation, in addition to longer-term dry eyes. She was
otherwise well. Her past medical history included hypertension.

On examination: vision in the right eye was 6/24 and in the
left 6/9 aided. Slit-lamp examination of the right eye found
grey-white subepithelial nodules in the paracentral cornea, and
peripheral scarring. The other eye showed superficial punctate
erosions inferiorly but was otherwise normal. There were no
other significant examination findings.

Nodules from the right cornea were excised and sent to our
ophthalmic pathology centre.

Questions

1. Figures 1-3 show representative H+E and diastase-
periodic acid Schiff (DPAS) stained sections of the
lesion. How can this be described?

2. Considering the clinicopathological features, what is the
diagnosis?

3. In what other conditions can these histological
appearances occur?

4. What are the management options?
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Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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